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Whatfis claimed is: 

)jr \l . A method of verifying proper coupling of 
arf implements, assembly to a lift arm assembly by an 
operator who is£ located in a cab of a work machine, 
with (i) the wo^k machine including the implement 
assembly and the \ift arm assembly, (ii) the implement 
assembly including V hinge plate, (iii) the hinge plate 
having a first couploSng aperture extending 
therethrough, (iv) the\lift arm assembly having a lift 
arm and a cylinder, and\v) the cylinder being secured 
to the lift arm, comprising the steps of: 

actuating the cylinder so as to move a pin 
from a first pin position to \ second pin position, 
wherein (i) the pin is spaced abart from the first 
coupling aperture when the pin isV located in the first 
pin position, and (ii) the pin extends through the 
first coupling aperture when the pin\is located in the 
second pin position; and 

viewing the pin when the pin j>s located in 
the second pin position by the operator fisom a position 
within the cab whereby proper coupling of the implement 
assembly to the lift arm assembly is verifieo^by the 
operator without having to exit the cab. 
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein: 

the hinge plate further has a hook portion, 

the lift arm has a support bar, and 

the hook portion hookingly engages the 
support bar. 
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3. The method of claim 2, wherein: 

the lift arm further has a support plate, 

the support plate has a second coupling 

aperture defined therethrough, and 

the pin further extends through the second 

coupling aperture when the pin is located in the second 

pin position . 



The met 

10 actuating step 

advancing 
so as to move the pin 
the second pin position 




}£ claim 1 , wherein the 
>p of: 

fluid into the cylinder 
first pin position to 



15 5. The method of claim 1, wherein: 

the work machine includes a seat positioned 

within the cab, and 

the viewing step occurs while the operator is 

seated upon the seat. 
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein: 
the viewing step includes the step of viewing 
an end portion of the pin when the pin is located in 
the second pin position by the operator from the 
25 position within the cab, and 

the end portion of the pin is advanced 
through the first coupling aperture when the pin is 
moved from the first pin position to the second pin 
position . 
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sJ . A method of verifying proper coupling of 
^n implements assembly to a lift arm assembly by an 
operator who ass located in a cab of a work machine, 
with (i) the worv^; machine including the implement 
assembly and the Mft arm assembly, and (ii) the 
implement assembly having a first coupling aperture, 
comprising the steps \f : 

actuating a cylinder so as to move a pin from 
a first pin position to a\ second pin position, wherein 
10 (i) the pin is spaced apa A from the first coupling 
aperture when the pin is located in the first pin 
position, and (ii) the pin is positioned within the 
first coupling aperture when the\pin is located in the 
second pin position; and 
15 viewing the pin when the jJin is located in 

the second pin position by the operator from a position 
within the cab whereby proper coupling erf the implement 
assembly to the lift arm assembly is verified by the 
operator without having to exit the cab. 
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8. The method of claim 7, wherein: 
the implement assembly includes a hinge plate 
having the first coupling aperture defined therein. 

25 9. The method of claim 7, wherein: 

the lift arm assembly includes a lift arm, 



and 



the cylinder is secured to the lift arm. 



30 10. The method of claim 8, wherein: 

the hinge plate further has a hook portion, 
the lift arm has a support bar, and 
the hook portion hookingly engages the 
support bar . 
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11. The method of claim/9, wherein: 
the implement assembly/further has a support 



plate ,/ 



the support plate/fias a second coupling 
aperture defined therethrough, and 

the pin further extends through the second 
coupling aperture wl^en the pin is located in the second 
pirn p-o'S'iiri on . 
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"^42. The metho 
actuating steplriQludes 

advancing a 
so as to move the pin 
the second pin positio 



claim 7, wherein the 
\t§P of : 

■luid into the cylinder 
>in position to 
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13. The method of claim 7, wherein: 

the work machine includes a seat positioned 

within the cab, and 

the viewing step occurs while the operator is 

seated upon the seat. 



14. The method of claim 7, wherein: 
the viewing step includes the step of viewing 
an end portion of the pin when the pin is located in 
25 the second pin position by the operator from the 
position within the cab, and 

the end portion of the pin is advanced 
through the first coupling aperture when the pin is 
moved from the first pin position to the second pin 
30 position. 
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/\ 5 . A work machine, comprising: 

aVab in which an operator may be located; 
an implement assembly having an implement and 
a hinge plate secured thereto, wherein said hinge plate 
has a first coupling aperture extending therethrough; 
and \. 

a lift arm assembly having a lift arm and a 
cylinder secured thereto\ wherein (i) said cylinder is 
operable to move a pin between a first pin position and 
a second pin position, (ii) s>aid pin is spaced apart 
from said coupling aperture wheti said pin is located in 
said first pin position, (iii) sa\d pin extends through 
said coupling aperture when said pi\ is located in said 
second pin position, (iv) said pin is Nposit ioned within 
a field of vision of said operator when\(A) said pin is 
located in said second pin position, and C6) said 
operator is located within said cab. \, 

16. The work machine of claim 15, wherein: 
said cab has a seat located therein on which 

said operator may be seated, 

said pin is positioned within said field of 
vision of said operator when (A) said pin is located in 
said second pin position, and (B) said operator is 
seated upon said seat . 

17. The work machine of claim 15, wherein: 
said hinge plate further has a hook portion, 
said lift arm has a support bar, and 

said hook portion hookingly engages said 
support bar. 




18. The work machine of claim 17, wherein: 
said lift arm further has a support plate, 
said support plate has a second coupling 

aperture defined therethrough, and 

said pin further extends through said second 

coupling aperture when said pin is located in said 

second pin position. 

^^i^^The work machip ojf claim 15, wherein: 
said pinaTs-^oi^able be^cweehvsaid first pin 
position and said second pic^p^kition In response to 
advancement of a hydraulic /fluia"T?rir^ 

20. The work machine of claim 15, wherein: 
said pin includes an end portion, 
said end portion of said pin is advanced 
through said first coupling aperture when said pin is 
moved from said first pin position to said second pin 
position, and 

said end portion of said pin is positioned 
within said field of vision of said operator when (A) 
said pin is located in said second pin position, and 
(B) said operator is located within said cab. 



